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the available evidence as to the effect of capital export on national 
prosperity and well-being. The book is a substantial contribution to 
economic literature, and it points the way to further investigation in 
the same field. 

H. R. Mussey. 

Histoire du Commerce Francais dans le Levant au XVIII' 
Steele. By Paul Masson. Paris, Librairie Hachette & Cie, 191 1. 
— xii, 678 pp. 

This book is the continuation of a work published by Professor 
Masson in 1896. The earlier volume dealt with the development of 
French commerce in the Near East through the seventeenth century, 
and it stamped the author as a painstaking investigator and an able 
writer. The new book considers French commerce in the same re- 
gions through the eighteenth century, and, to even a greater degree 
than its predecessor, it shows the author's intimate knowledge of the 
subject. 

Mr. Masson has delved into a mass of primary material and has 
given us a most vivid account of the happenings upon the Mediterra- 
nean Sea and its shores at this time. He obtained his data from French 
national archives, the archives of the city and of the chamber of com- 
merce of Marseilles as well as from other documents and printed liter- 
ature. 

The book contains more than its title promises. Part i describes 
very minutely the organization of export and import trade in France, 
and the peculiar position held by the city and the chamber of com- 
merce of Marseilles. As in the seventeenth century, so also in the 
eighteenth, Marseilles exercised a monopoly over the greater part of 
French commerce. An account of the methods used in order to 
maintain this monopoly, in the face of ever-growing opposition by 
other French cities, forms very interesting reading. 

The second part considers the influence of economic and political 
factors. After reviewing the policy of French ambassadors at the 
Porte and the state of anarchy in Syria and in Egypt, the writer dis- 
cusses the maritime wars between the European nations, the depreda- 
tions by the pirates and the competitive activities of England, Holland 
and other countries, whose increasing participation in the lucrative 
Mediterranean trade, France, although still maintaining a position of 
supremacy, was not able to check. 

The third part of the volume deals with the amount and the char- 
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acter of French imports into and exports from the Orient ; it also re- 
views the extension of the sphere of French influence in Syria, Persia, 
Asia Minor, Egypt and the lands bordering on the Adriatic and the 
Black Seas. It shows the dependence of French textile industries of 
the time upon oriental markets both for the importation of raw mate- 
rials, cotton, wool, silks, and the exportation of finished commodities. 
The author's method is largely expository, though scattered through- 
out the book are many analytical reviews of conditions coupled with 
attempts to justify the policy which was pursued by France. This 
policy of centralization, of strict supervision, of minute regulation, is 
justified by Professor Masson because of the results which it produced. 
According to him it permitted the country to establish herself securely 
in the East, it brought about a state of peace and order amongst the 
French merchants in distant harbors and it gave the French a reputa- 
tion for fair business dealing. It is difficult to ascertain the exact 
opinion of Mr. Masson regarding the influence which Colbert and his 
system exercised upon the development of French manufactures and 
commerce. Apparently he believes in the wisdom of Colbertism at 
the time when the regime held its sway, and yet his statements are 
somewhat contradictory. On page 195 he tells us that it was in the 
eighteenth century that France plucked the fruits which grew out of 
the efforts and the policy of Colbert. This was made possible because 
for three-quarters of a century, ministers imbued with mercantilistic 
theories ardently pursued the work he began. On pages 244 and 245 
we find that in the eighteenth century France was compensated for 
the mediocrity of her ministers and the faults of her government by the 
existence of peaceful relations with other countries ; peace was the 
most important factor in the economic life of the French nation in the 
eighteenth century ; peace led to the growth of population , of manu- 
factures and of foreign commerce. 

Some parts of the book are overburdened with seemingly unneces- 
sary details, but the treatment of the subject is so exhaustive and so 
suggestive that students of oriental commerce should give this work 
their careful attention. 

Simon Litman. 

University of Illinois. 



